Risk Assessment – Climbing Wall Hire
Activity: Hire and supervised operation of a mobile climbing wall.
Equipment: Mobile climbing wall, auto-belay systems, climbing harnesses, helmets, anchors/stabilisers.
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Control Measures
	Risk

	Manual handling
	Staff
	Back strains/crush injuries
	Team lifting and mechanical aids where appropriate
	Low

	Incorrect setup
	Users, Staff
	Collapse/instability
	Setup by trained personnel following manufacturer instructions
	Low

	Falls from height
	Participants
	Serious injury
	Certified auto-belay, harness checks, trained supervision
	Medium

	Harness incorrectly fitted
	Participants
	Fall/injury
	Harness fitted and double-checked before every climb
	Low

	Equipment failure
	Participants
	Injury
	Daily inspections and routine maintenance
	Low

	Trips around climbing area
	Public
	Falls
	Barrier off operating area and keep walkways clear
	Low

	Collision with climbers
	Public
	Impact injuries
	Exclusion zone maintained around wall
	Low

	Adverse weather
	Participants
	Slips/instability
	Cease operation in high winds, lightning or severe weather
	Low

	Horseplay
	Participants
	Minor injuries
	Safety briefing and continuous supervision
	Medium

	Fire exits obstructed
	Public
	Delayed evacuation
	Position equipment away from emergency exits
	Low


Additional Control Measures
Only trained operators to supervise climbing activities.
Participants to wear correctly fitted harnesses and helmets.
Age, height and weight restrictions to be observed.
Daily pre-use inspection completed before operation.
No climbing during adverse weather conditions.
Emergency Procedures
Stop climbing immediately if equipment becomes unsafe or weather deteriorates. Provide first aid, contact emergency services if required, record all incidents, and remove defective equipment from service.
